MARIA DEL CARMEN ARRIAGADA JEREZ
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Maria Jerez Arriagada, primary teacher, mother of five children, was a teacher for many, a person with an extraordinary human sensitivity. Her work led her to become a teacher in the agricultural zone of Chilpaco.

Maria Arriagada was always involved in assisting peasant farmers in solving many of their problems; such as rural health care, helping to establish boat transportation across the river Bio-Bio, and headed with peasant leaders a campaign to get road improvements. She also organised a mothers' centre in the town of Lonquimay and organised the creation of a rest home for pregnant rural women.

Maria liked folk music and art. Her home was always a refuge for great artists, including Victor Jara. Along with her fellow teachers, she always taught her students folk and national dances. Helped by the records they bought, sometimes sent by the folk artists themsleves, they would listen to the music on a modest battery operated record player, since there was no electricity in the area .

Respected by all, both civilian and military authorities, police in the area always counted on the hospitality of her home when carrying out their duties, and in the same way missionaries fulfilling their tasks in the area. She was the leader of the teachers of  Lonquimay, leader and member of the Mothers’ centre and advisor and friend of the men, women and young people of the area.
On September 27, 1973, 40 years now, while she was with her husband and children in the boarding School No. 31, a helicopter of the Chilean Air Force landed. Immediately the soldiers came, and without presenting any warrant of arrest, apprehended her and transferred her to Lonquimay. They accused her of preparing a peasant uprising and having hidden weapons,  both accusations were completely false. 
After spending three days at the police station, she was taken with another detainee, a teacher of the same school in Chilpaco, and moved to the Police Barracks in Curacautin. There in the 
barracks, it was denied that Maria Arriagada was being held and since then nothing more has been known of her whereabouts. 
She left five children. The oldest of the daughters was 14 years old at the time of her arrest; today they are mothers. The eldest of the boys died when fulfilling his military service. Her husband continues to teach and look after the children. Countless are the actions taken by her family members. The family filed for the Protection of Constitutional Rights in Temuco, and filed a complaint for the alledged death of Maria. Almost two years later, the Home Office informed that: "... the State Governer informs that Maria Arriagada left the country bound for Argentina, on January 19, 1976, as stated by the Regional Intelligence Centre in Cautín. " 
After this unusual response, her sister Carmen and other family members requested an investigation from the State Governor but it was fruitless. Her family then began legal proceedings for "unnecessary violence against the person of Maria Arriagada" which was dismissed by a Military Judge.
A few years ago, the family established a new criminal complaint for the arrest and disappearance of Maria. During that investigation, which lasted years, it was established that Maria was raped and brutally tortured for days, then killed and her remains made to disappear. Her children and family never found out where Maria was buried. The case resulted in the sentencing of seven former Air Force officers to five years in June 2008. All had been involved in other crimes against humanity.
Unfortunately as in most court cases in Chile, the Supreme Court reversed the decision and reduced the sentences to 3 years and one day; granting them house arrest in lieu of prison. In the end, the murderers and torturers of Maria Arriagada did not spend one day in prison. 
Maria Arriagada will always be remembered as a woman who dedicated her life to others. In the midst of poverty and deprivation, she gave solidarity and affection, and worried about the children as much as the adults. A woman who, in her profession as a teacher, gave her all to improve the living conditions of her community.
Maria Arriagada has a special bond with Ecomemoria. She grew up in Curacautin, the city where her children now live. And in Curacautin is the land where Ecomemoria wil establish a native forest, dedicated to the victims of the dictatorship in Chile .
